Teenage pregnancy: "having a baby won't affect me that much".
This qualitative study explored the experience of pregnancy from the perspectives of female adolescents. Interviews were conducted over a 16-week period with eight pregnant students who attended an alternative school program for pregnant teens. The hermeneutic social science method based on the work of Kockelmans (1975) and Steeves and Kahn (1995) guided the analysis. Overall, participants expressed a sense of optimism and confidence in their abilities to manage single parenthood, achieve educational goals, and maintain supportive relationships with the fathers of their babies. The findings support previous research and raise questions that warrant further study, particularly in relation to fighting behaviors.